
Meaning of Baptism 
 
Jesus says, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  Go therefore and 
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.  And behold, 
I am with you always, to the end of the age.”  Matthew 28:18-20 
 
Baptism is a sacrament of the New Testament ordained by Jesus Christ.  By baptism a 
person is solemnly admitted into the covenant community, the visible church.  Baptism is 
also a sign and seal of the covenant of grace, of ingrafting into Christ, of rebirth, of 
remission of sins, and of yielding to God through Jesus Christ to walk in newness of life. 
By Christ’s own direction this sacrament is to be continued in His church until the end of 
the world.  This promise is made visible in the water of baptism.  
 
The effectiveness of baptism is not tied to that moment in time in which it is 
administered.  However, by correct use of this sacrament the grace promised in it is not 
only offered but actually embodied and conferred by the Holy Spirit to everyone to whom 
grace is given, according to the purpose of God’s own will and in his appointed time 
 
Through baptism Christ calls us to new obedience, to love and trust God completely, to 
forsake the evil of the world, and to live a new and holy life.  Yet, when we fall into sin, 
we must not despair of God’s mercy, nor continue in sin, for baptism is the sign and seal 
of God’s eternal covenant of grace with us. 
 
Baptism can be applied by immersion, pouring or sprinkling in water.  Those who can be 
baptized are those who profess faith and obedience to Christ, as well as the infants of one 
or both believing parents who have membership in the community of faith at Bay 
Presbyterian Church.  In this covenant of grace shown to us, both the person’s family and 
the family of faith make promises to God and to the child/adult who is baptized. 
Membership shows our common commitment to make disciples within the context of the 
covenant and community, the church family.  
 

Infant Baptism Belief Statement 
 
Why do we baptize children?  
 
The Bible teaches that the sign and seal of grace in baptism is to be applied to the 
children of believing parents.  In the Old Testament, circumcision was the sign (Gen. 
17:1-15).  In the New Testament, baptism is the sign (Colossians 2:11-12).  The baptism 
of our children symbolizes the reality that they are set apart in the sight of God.  In this 



baptism, parents covenant to raise their children by the direction of their Lord.  Such a 
baptism calls a child from his earliest days to confess Christ as his Savior. 
 
 
 
Yet the sacrament of baptism does not in and of itself convey that grace.  It is only the 
outward sign of an inward action of God.  Specifically, baptism does not save our 
souls—just as baptism will not save an adult who is not a true believer, neither will it 
save a child who does not ultimately become a true believer.  The idea that we guarantee 
our children a place in heaven by having them baptized is a based on lingering 
misunderstandings.  It is God’s grace and our faith that save our souls, not baptism.  “For 
by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift 
of God, not a result of works” (Ephesians 2:8-9). 
 
Neither is infant baptism merely a “dedication” to the Lord.  Dedication implies the 
prayers and good wishes of parents for the future of the child, and their commitment to 
do their best in raising the child as a Christian.  In infant baptism, there is more.  In 
addition to the parents’ prayers and commitment, God promises the blessings of the 
covenant and the covenant community, and the covenant community promises to fulfill 
their nurturing and guiding duties for the benefit of the child.  In infant baptism, the child 
enters the covenant community (the church).  In short, dedication is an act of the parents, 
while baptism signifies an act of God, working through believing parents, the church, and 
the Holy Spirit 
 
 
 
 
 


